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OUTLINE: 
 

I. Historical Background & Introduction 
II. Theme(s) 
III. Book Summary 

a. Chapter 1  
i. Leadership (Priests) are rebuked for offering inferior sacrifices  

b. Chapter 2  
i. Further criticism of Priests breaking their covenant with God 

c. Chapter 3 
i. A call to return to God and be faithful to Him 

ii. Promise of a messenger who will come and prepare the way for the 
Lord 

d. Chapter 4 
i. Warning of the “Day of the Lord” with a promise of a future 

restoration 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND & INTRODUCTION: 
Although the book cannot be dated by a reference to a ruler or a specific event, internal 
evidence as well as its position in the canon favors a date during the Persian period after 
the rebuilding of the temple in 515 B.C (sacrifices offered).  Many refrain from dating the 
book more precisely than the 5th century, but most at least suggest a date in the early, 
middle, or late part of the century (401 BC – 500 BC), depending on the supposed 
relationship to the ministries of Ezra and Nehemiah.  The majority of scholars favor a 
date prior to the work of Ezra and Nehemiah. Several scholars associate Malachi’s 
ministry with Nehemiah, either during his first term as governor (445-433 B.C.), during 
or just before Nehemiah’s second term as governor (Neh. 13:6 & 7), or perhaps after his 
governorship. 
 
Malachi is a “post-exile” book.  The opportunity for the Israelites to return to their land 
came a result of the Persian conquest of the Babylonian Empire (Babylonians conquered 
Assyrians) by Cyrus King of Persia.  The 2 things that brought down the Babylonians 
were: 
 

1.) Absentee rulership – schisms and isms amongst internal leadership and rulership 
2.) Opposition by rulership of the worship of the Babylonians god Marduk. 

 
Reference to a governor in Malachi 1:8 favors the Persian period, when Judah was a 
province or subprovince of Persia which included Palestine, Syria, Phoenicia, Cyprus, 
and Babylon.  The temple had been rebuilt and worship reestablished, but “moral 
deterioration and religious lethargy characterized Malachi’s day.”  Some major problems 
addressed by God through Malachi were: 
 

1.) Intermarriage with foreigners (Mal. 2:11; Ez. 9-10; Neh. 13:23-27) 
2.) Failure to bring tithes (Mal. 3:8-10; Neh. 12:44-47; 13:10-14) 
3.) Economic Oppression (Mal. 3:5; Neh. 5:1-13)  
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Malachi in Hebrew means my messenger.  Malachi prophesied to the Southern Kingdom 
of Israel (also known as Judah).  Some scholars believe the author of the book is 
anonymous and that Malachi could be a pseudonym used by the actual author because no 
information is given about the personal life of the prophet.  Some scholars believe 
Malachi may have been either a priest or a Temple Prophet and had seen the corruption 
of the priesthood firsthand.  An early Jewish tradition recorded in the Talmud ascribed 
the Book to Ezra.1  Jerome stated in his prologue Commentary on Malachi, “The 
Hebrews think that Malachi is Ezra the priest, because everything contained in that book 
this prophet also recalls.” 
 
Malachi is the last recorded prophetic message from God before the close of the Old 
Testament period (although other books such as Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronicles may 
have been written later). There is an Aramaic manuscript that was found (Aramaic 
Targum to the Prophets) and it added ‘whose name is Ezra the Scribe” after ‘Malachi” in 
Malachi 1:1. 
 
THEMES: 
The emphasis of Malachi is less about the messenger or author and more about the 
message.  There are a total of 55 verses in this book, as many as 47 are personal 
addresses by the Lord. 
 

 
1 Talmud – a Rabbinic Judaism text used as the primary source of Jewish religious law (halakha) and 
Jewish theology. 



Malachi Handout 

Pg. 3 
Pastor Stephen L. Lyons © 2025 

Malachi speaks to the hearts of a troubled people whose circumstances of financial 
insecurity, religious skepticism, and personal disappointments are similar to those God’s 
people often experience or encounter today.  The book addresses the nature of God and 
the covenant member’s relationship and responsibility to him and to other members of 
the covenant community, as well as with our relationship to and responsibilities for our 
material possessions. 
 
This book gives us some insight into God’s sovereign plan for the nations of the world 
and the universal judgment and redemption He will bring at the end of the ages.  Malachi 
is a fitting conclusion to the Old Testament and provides Christians today a transition for 
understanding the kingdom proclamation begun by John the Baptist, continued by Jesus 
in the Gospels, and fulfilled in the Book of Acts on the Day of Pentecost. 


