Obadiah

There are several people in the bible named Obadiah, but not much is known about the man who
wrote this prophetic book. The name Obadiah means “the Lord’s servant” or worshiper of Yahweh
and hence why the name may have been so common. He was most likely a contemporary of
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel and lived during the time of Israel’s captivity (although the date of his
book is debated).

Obadiah starts out speaking to the land of Edom. This land was established by Esau (Jacob’s twin
brother) and his descendants.

Obadiah the prophet references Jeremiah message to Edom:

Jeremiah 49:14-16 - | have heard a message from the Lord; an envoy was sent to the nations to say,
“Assemble yourselves to attack it! Rise up for battle!” '* “Now | will make you small among the
nations, despised by mankind. " The terror you inspire and the pride of your heart have deceived
you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks, who occupy the heights of the hill. Though you build your
nest as high as the eagle’s, from there | will bring you down,” declares the Lord. (see Obadiah 1-4)

Jeremiah 49:9-10 - If grape pickers came to you, would they not leave a few grapes? If thieves came
during the night, would they not steal only as much as they wanted? " But | will strip Esau bare; |
will uncover his hiding places, so that he cannot conceal himself. His armed men are destroyed,
also his allies and neighbors, so there is no one to say... (see Obadiah 5)

Obadiah 2: Pulpit Commentary

Here is the effect of the summons. So, in Jeremiah 49:15, "For, lo, | will make thee small." Jehovah
is the Speaker, and he regards the future as past. What he determines is as good as accomplished.
At this time the Edomites were a powerful nation and possessed an almost impregnable seat at
Petra. Small; in numbers, territory, honour. Obadiah 1:2

Obadiah also uses the word “we” while Jeremiah uses “I”. Obadiah may be associating himself
with other contemporary prophets like Joel or Amos, or showing his reference to Jeremiah.

Obadiah 9 - Your warriors, Teman, will be terrified, and everyone in Esau’s mountains will be cut
down in the slaughter.

Teman is the grandson of Esau, the son of Eliphaz.

Obadiah 10 - Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame;
you will be destroyed forever.

The violence spoken here is referenced in Joel 3:19, Psalm 137:7, and Amos 1:11-12

Joel 3:19 - But Egypt will be desolate, Edom a desert waste, because of violence done to the people
of Judah, in whose land they shed innocent blood.


https://biblehub.com/jeremiah/49-15.htm

Psalm 137:7 - Remember, Lord, what the Edomites did on the day Jerusalem fell. “Tear it down,”
they cried, “tear it down to its foundations!”

The day Jerusalem fell is referenced in 2 Kings 25:1 which says that Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon marched against Jerusalem and it was held under siege for 2 years.

2 Kings 25:1-2: So in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. He encamped
outside the city and built siege works all around it. 2The city was kept under siege until the eleventh
year of King Zedekiah.

King Zedekiah’s rebellion against Babylon lead to this, and as Jeremiah prophesied, he was
captured by the Bablyonian army, had his sons killed in front of him and his eyes gauged out.

Amos 1:11-12 - ""This is what the Lord says: “For three sins of Edom, even for four, | will not relent.
Because he pursued his brother with a sword and slaughtered the women of the land, because his
anger raged continually and his fury flamed unchecked, 21 will send fire on Teman that will
consume the fortresses of Bozrah.”

It appears inverse 11-14 that Edom is gloating and celebrating the disaster coming to Israel. This
can be dated back to the tumultuous relationship between Jacob and Esau (also the scriptures
referenced above). Edom will pay for their actions (see verse 15).

Obadiah 16 - Just as you drankon my holy hill, so all the nations will drink continually; they will
drink and drink and be as if they had never been.

The drinking here refers to drinking of God’s wrath. We can see how it comes together with verse
15, and how verse 17 starts with “but” showing the contrast with the deliverance of Israel. See also
references of drinking in Isaiah 51:17, Jeremiah 25:15, Lamentations 4:21-22.

Verse 17-21 outlines the plan for Israel redemption and Edom will be ruled by others. Verse 18
notes that there will be no survivors in Edom. The people of the Negev will occupy Edom. Edom by
their actions appear to have made themselves enemies of Israel. The Lord will redeem Israel and
destroy their enemies.

From the NIV Bible Dictionary: “The principal message of Obadiah to the peoples of today seems to
be the proclamation, not only of the danger of fighting against God, but also the peril of fighting his
people.”

God fights for His people. Despite Israel’s rebellion, God’s plan for them was their redemption.
Despite their rebellion, he openly warned those that opposed Israel. He does the same for his
people today (including Gentiles). Those who are adopted as sons of God have the same
protection.

Quote from Rodney Tucker: “The world is broken and isn’t what it’s supposed to be...and the



darkness, | suppose you could continuously curse the darkness for being dark...or you could simply
focus on being the light you are”



