Preparation in the Wilderness for a Habitation of God
Preparation: made ready; put in proper condition or readiness
(Positioned for service)
Isaiah 40:3
Matthew 3:1-3
Mark 1:1-3
Luke 1:16
God has always had a pattern and a plan for His habitation (dwelling place).
Pattern: a guide for behavior or design.
Exodus 25:8- And let them make me a sanctuary; that | may dwell amongst them.

9- According to all that | shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all
the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.

The tabernacle was a sanctuary, a place set apart for the Lord to dwell among and meet with
His people.

The glory of God was over the tabernacle day and night. When the glory of God moved, God’s
people moved. God guided His people while in the wilderness.

Reference: Exodus 40:34-38

Wilderness: associated with testing, solitude, and divine encounters. A place of reflection
and spiritual growth.

Examples of wilderness experiences:

e Moses: spent 40 years before leading the Israelites (Exodus 3)
e Elijah: fled to the wilderness for refuge and encountered God (1 Kings 19:4-8)
e Jesus: fasted 40 days in the wilderness, temped of the devil (Matthew 4:4-8).

Moses’ burning bush encounter then sent forth as the leader to bring children of Israel out of
bondage.

Elijah prays in a mountain cave, reassures there are others like him and prepares to anoint
his successor, Elisha.
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Jesus fasted forty days to be tempted of the devil. At the end of the temptation, angels
minister to Him. Jesus comes out filled with Holy Ghost and begins His ministry.

What launched you into your calling once exiting the wilderness?
Becoming the habitation of God:

John 14:1-6;17

1John 4:12

1 Corinthians 3:16

You are God’s dwelling place.

You are God’s habitation.

Acts 17:28- For in Him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poet have said, For we are also His offspring.

As the habitation of God:

e We are more than conquerors
e We can do all things through Christ that strengthens us

Jesus prayed for us:

John 17:20-26
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