Is The Genesis Creation Story Real or Myth?
Objective: To be aware of other Christian views about Genesis chapters 1 & 2 and understand how to engage in fruitful and edifying dialogue with individuals who believe in the Bible but just defer theological or biblically from our viewpoints.

Question(s) to Consider: Is the beginning of Genesis, Chapters 1 & 2, real accounts of creation or a mythical account (allegorical account) that conveys a theological message about our God and His creation?  


Who authored Genesis?


When was Genesis written? 


Does this mean Moses didn’t write or cannot be the author of Genesis?  

The Book of Genesis is reconstructed from four main ancient manuscript traditions: the Hebrew Masoretic Text (standardized text), the Hebrew Dead Sea Scrolls (earliest fragments), the Samaritan Pentateuch, and the Greek Septuagint (or Codex Vaticanus/Sinaiticus). The earliest surviving fragments are from the Dead Sea Scrolls (2nd century BC–1st century AD), while the oldest complete text is in 4th-century Greek codices. 

Key manuscript sources include:

· Dead Sea Scrolls: Fragments of Genesis, such as 4QGenk (1:9, 14–16, 27–28) and 4QpaleoGenm, date back to the mid-2nd century BC.
· Masoretic Text: The basis for modern Protestant Old Testaments, primarily from 10th-century copies (like the Aleppo Codex), though based on earlier oral and written traditions.
· Septuagint (LXX): A 2nd-century BC Greek translation of the Hebrew text. The oldest complete copies are in 4th-century Greek uncials like Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus.
· Samaritan Pentateuch: A version preserved by the Samaritans, dating back to at least the 1st century BC, which provides a key witness to the ancient text.
· Notable Manuscripts: The 6th-century Vienna Genesis is one of the oldest surviving illustrated Greek manuscripts. 
Modern scholars often analyze the text through the lens of the Document Hypothesis, which suggests Genesis was compiled from earlier sources like J (Yahwist) and P (Priestly). The Junius Manuscript (or Caedmon Manuscript) is a10th-century Old English poetic paraphrase rather than a foundational textual source. 


Instagram Video Introduction:
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMkeEkIOjXo/ 

No doubt, there are comparisons and connections that can be made and drone between Biblical stories and ancient near Eastern origin stories (i.e. Babylonian and Egyptian Creation Stories).  Enuma Elish was a Babylonian creation story that dates back to sometime between the 12th and 9th century BCE.  It is believed to be a copy of an even older oral tradition, possibly dating back to the Sumerian era (pre-1750 BCE).  Though this appears to be older than the earliest of Genesis manuscripts, notice the dating of the earliest manuscript happens to be 100-300 years after the life of Moses.

Wes Huff has a good video on the differences between the Enuma Elish and the Genesis 1 & 2 creation account: 
https://youtu.be/VROHQaJPsbw?si=583-ismhwM7w8nTO 

In summary, he says the author of Genesis rebuts the story of the surrounding cultures.  In other words, there are stark contrasts to the Genesis account vs other origin stories.  Where many want to say that the Genesis origin story is just a spend on other cultures origin stories, Wes Huff and other theologians argue on the contrary.

The main purpose of the Enuma Elish is that we (humanity) were created without purpose and intention. We were created as a result of divine battles and more specifically from the blood of a defeated god.  The earth and sky on the other hand were formed from the body of the chaos-monster Tiamat (a female god).  From these divine cosmic battles order was established and humanity birthed.  In ancient eastern culture they believed everything was a god and that man was created to worship these gods (i.e. sun, sea, planets, wind, animals).  

The Babylonians didn’t think the world or humanity was good, but what does the Bible say?  Everything God created was good and that we were created in the image of God (Gen. 1).  The word good or tov in Hebrew is used 7 times in Genesis 1 to describe God’s creation.  He announces at the end of the 6th day that everything He created was “very good.”  Unlike the Babylonian Creation Story, God tells us in the Genesis account why we were created and that everything that He created was not created for us to worship, but for His glory and our earthly sustenance.

How old is creation?  

There are several views of Genesis 1 & 2, but 3 views are:

1.) 1 real cohesive creation (i.e. 7 literal days/nights, 6-7K years ago God created Earth/Man)
2.) 2 real separate creations
3.) A myth/poetic genre that doesn’t describe actual events of creation but was written to merely teach theological lessons.  The theological messaging is true, but the actual events/accounts of Genesis aren’t.

Where is Adam and Eve mentioned in the Bible?  

1.) Genealogy of Jesus – Luke 3:37
2.) Jesus cites their creation – Matt. 19:4; Mark 10:6
3.) Paul details their role in the fall – Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:42-49
4.) Direct references to Adam and Eve – 1 Tim. 2:12-15; 2 Cor. 11:1-6
5.) Enoch’s relationship to Adam and what he prophesied about wayward men – Jude 1:14


Why is Adam and Even mentioned in the Bible?

They are mentioned in the New Testament to establish them as historical figures, explain the origin of sin, and contrast Adam with Jesus (a real historical figure).
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